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After reviewing both the Christian and the Islamic understanding of the Black Death, it is essential to note that the reactions were quite dissimilar. The Muslim reaction to the Black Death was characterized by organized communal supplication that included processions through the cities and mass funerals in the mosques. Evidence indicates that the Muslims particularly focused on personal piety and ritual purity. In the mosques, chapters that dealt directly with the plague were often read aloud. Besides the supplicatory processions in the Islamic lands, fasting also took place and a proclamation was made in Damascus inviting people to engage in a 3-day fast as a way of petitioning God to lift the plague (Cohen, 1995). The Christians on the other hand turned to the church and prayed to God for the cure. In essence, they petitioned that God could end the Black death. Christians particularly believed that the Black Death was a punishment from God and therefore took it upon themselves to try and appease him. 
In medieval Europe, the main reason behind the increased persecution of the Jews included several factors religiously motivated antisemitism. In the medieval period, according to the author, the Christians began to engage in nonrational thinking about the Jews after the death of Jesus. During this period, Christians widely believed that the Jews killed Jesus among other religious rituals. This consequently resulted in the persecution of the Jews. The Jews responded differently to persecution in both the Christian and Islamic lands. in northern Christendom, the Jews were presented with two options of either death or forced conversion. The Jews frequently chose noble deaths; martyrdom rather than surrender to forced conversion. The Jews considered the Christians theologically idolatrous and thus chose never to be associated with them through forced conversion (Cohen, 1995). 

In contrast, the Jews in the Islamic lands readily accepted the Islamic religion when threatened with extinction. According to various scholars, the Jews of the Arab world met the criteria for cultural Arabization that believably made them ripe candidates for Islamization. Additionally, the concept of martyrdom was not as salient in the Islamic lands as it was in Christendom. 
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